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0. Identification of Soma with the moon and the origin of samnayya

Satapatha-Brahmana [SB] 16,4 (~$B-Kanva [K] 11 6,2) which belongs to the Vaja-
saneyins [V.] of the Yajurveda contains a sequel to the Indra’s myth about slaying Vrtra:
The gods prepare Soma for Indra who became emaciated after slaying Vrtra. Soma is the
moon which serves as the food for the gods. During amavasya [ama.] (the night of lunar
conjunction), it visits this world and enters into waters and plants. The gods graze cows in
order to gather it up. They get milk containing Soma, process it, and give to Indra. Then
Indra recovers (SB 1 6,4,1-9"~K II 6,2,1-8: 4. stage (D-1). This story explains the origin of
samnadyya, a special offering to Indra at the new moon sacrifice, Samnayya is a mixture of
dadhi (fermented milk) with $§rza (boiled milk), The former is made of the milk milked in the
evening on the day of preparation (upavasatha [upav.]); the latter is milked and boiled in
the early morning on the day of the main sacrifice. They are mixed just before the oblation.
The sequel poses the problem of when to perform upav. V. connect this problem to their
new notion that Soma circulates around heaven and earth. The identification of Soma with
the moon forms the basis for speculations that the moon’s waxing and waning are linked
with the Soma’s circulation.
1. A new theory of the Vajasaneyins

V. criticize some people (éke) for performing upav. on the day before the conjunctional
night,Z) and insist on their theory in SB I 6,4,14-15 (~K 11 6,2,11: 4. ©-2): upav. must be
performed on the day after the night of lunar conjuncton in order to get Soma contained in
milk; on the upav. day, in the case where samnayya is offered, Yajamana [Y.] should
graze his cows; the cows drink waters and eat plants, into which Soma has entered during
the night of lunar conjunction; Y, lets milkers milk the cows in the evening and next morn-
ing and gets Soma as their milk; both the dadhi and the srta are offered together; as a re-

sult, the Soma is returned to the yonder world through the oblations so that the new moon
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becomes visible in the west after sunset. Thus, Soma circulates around the heaven and this
world. But the samnayya-offerings of some people cannot include Soma because Soma (=
the moon) enters neither into the waters nor into the plants yet, Although the moon is not re-
turned to the heaven, it appears, It is illogical. Samnayya is offered in order to give Soma
to Indra (or the gods3)) and to return the moon to the heaven; therefore V., insist on holding

itpav. on the day after the night of lunar conjunction.

SB16,4,14-15 (K 1 6,2,11) [Darsaptirnamasa (Dpm.)] tdd cdike | drstvopavasanti. $v6 nédeté-
ty...4) dsomayaji ti ksirayajy. adé haiva sémo raja bhavati. | 14 || dtha ydthaiva purd | kévalir
sadhir asnanti kévalir apdh pibanti tah kévalam evd pdyo duhrd evam tdd. esd vdi sémo rija
devanam dnnam ydc candrimih. sd yétraisd etam ratrim nd purdstan nd pascad dadysé tad imdm
lokdm Ggachati. sé ihiipas causadhis ca pravisati. tad enam adbhyd ésadhibhyah sambhftyz‘z’hutib—
hyé dhi janayati. sd esd Ghutibhyo jatdh pascid dadrse. || 15 || And in that case, after having seen
[the moon], some people perform upav., [considering] that [the moon] will not rise tomorrow
morning ...4) But he is [then] the one sacrificing not with Soma, sacrificing [only] with flesh
milk. Yonder, namely, the King Soma comes forth, || 14 || Then, that is so, just as they (the cows)
eat mere grasses, drink mere waters formerly, [and then] they milk just mere milk, If the bright
moon, it is the King Soma, the food of the gods. When this one (Soma) is seen in this night neither
east nor west, then, he comes to hither world, He enters into waters and plants here. Thus, he (the
Y.) produces this very one (Soma) from the oblations, after havidg collected it from the waters
and plants, He is seen in the west, as the one produced from the oblations, 15

2. Empbhasis on their theory and a prayascirti (A).

In the later part of the SB, XI 1,4, they follow this opinion and mention to an expiatory
rite for a Y. who holds upav. earlier than the above prescribed dayS). In the case where the
Y. misjudges the time of ama., he fails to get Soma (X1 1,4,4):

SB X1 1,4,1-4 (K II1 2,3,1-3: 4. @) [Dpm., Prayascitti (A)] 1dd dhdike drstvdpavasanti | $v6
nodetéty. abhrdsya va hetér dnirjhiaya vithotSpavasanty. dthainam utiabhyideti ... 6) W 1l... tad
ydd evim bhdvati | esd vdi somo rdja deviindm dnnam ydc candrémas. tam etdd dipaipsit’) tim
dparatsit. tm asma agnir data dadatindydh pradard préayacchati ... dtha yaddivd nodiyid dthopava-
set. || 4] In relation to that, some people perform, namely, the upav., [considering] “[the moon]
will not rise tomorrow morning,” after they have seen (observed) [the moon]. Because of a cloud,
or without having confirmed, on the one hand, they perform upav., and then, on the other hand,

[the moon] rises above him (the Y.) ... ® [l 1] ... Then, if it occurs so — if the bright moon, this is

the King Soma, the food of the gods — he aimed to get this one (Soma) by this, [but] he missed
it. Agni, the giver, gives it for him. Indra, the bestower, bestowes... Then, when [the moon] could
not rise, then, he ought to perform upav. || 4 ||
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3. A contradiction of Vajasaneyins’ new theory and its solution
While V. insist on performing upav. on the day after the conjunctional night, in fact,
the new moon is visible at dusk of that day; they fall into the same failure about which they
criticize some other people. The new method advocated by V. thus fails. The following
discusses the case where Y. misses ama. and performs upav. later than the prescribed
day.S) The new moon appears after sunset on the upav. day:
$B XI 1,5,1-3 (K XIII 1,2: 4. ®) [Dpm., Prayascitti (B)] ddyamavasyéti ményamana iipavasa-

1. dthaisd pascad dadyse. WD I 11| ... candréma véi sémo devinam dnnam. tém paurnamasyiam abhi-
sunvanti. s0 ‘parapdkse 'pd ésadhih prévisati. pasévo vii apd ésadhir adanti. tad enam etdm ritrim

= 3

pasiibhyah sémnayati. | | 3 | | Considering “tonight is amd.,” they perform upav. Then, this (the

moon) is seen in the West...g) [ 1] ... The bright moon, indeed, is Soma, the food of the gods. They
press it out during the full moon night, He (Soma) enters in waters [and] grasses during the later
half [of a month], The cattle eat the waters [and] plants. Then, he (the Y.) collects this one togeth-
er through the cattle in this night,. || 3 ||

upav. should be performed on the day when the last waning crescent rises before sun-
rise, that is, on the day before the conjunctional night in order that the new moon will not
appear in the evening on the upav. day.m) Then, during the upav. night, the moon appears
neither in the west nor in the east.

4. Change of the theory about Soma’s circulation

If upav. is performed on the day before the conjunctional night, how do they get Soma
from milk? SB 1 6,4 (K 11 6,2) explains that in the conjunctional night Soma visits this
world (1).1V v, claim, therefore, upav. should be performed on the day after the conjunc-
tional night. X1 1,4 (K 1112,3) follows this opinion (:2.). In XI 1,5 (K XIII 1,2), on the oth-
er hand, the time when Soma visits this world is revised from the night of lunar conjunc-
tion to “the half month when the moon is waning” (3.). Although they perform upav. on
the day before ama., they can thus get Soma. V. maintain their theory about Soma’s circu-
lation and, I suppose, they alter their upav.’s date and come to perform upav. just like the
aforementioned people.

But $B XI 1,4 and XI 1,5 disagree on their attitudes in spite of being located in the
same chapter. If the text was codified in the edited order from the old chapter to the new
one, it cannot be explained why the revision in XI 1,5 are ignored in XI 2,5 (n.11). Here is
thus a problem in the construction of the S$B and the K. The contents of SB XI are divided
into two distant parts of the K: book IIT and book XIII, The former is called Uddhari-kanda
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‘the book of the selected part (?)” which consists of brahmanas about Agnihotra, Agny-
upasthana, and Dpm. The $B, shortly, has the brahmanas about Dpm. in two chapters, one
deals with ¢ : the interpretations of mantras, and f: the explanations of accompanying
deeds (book I), the other deals with y : the theological discussions (book XI), while the K
has three chapters: book II (a, £), book I (y ), and book XIII (7). SB XI 1,4 and XI
2,5, where the time when Soma visits this world is the conjunctional night, corresponds to
K II1. The parallel section to SB XI 1,5, however, belongs to K XIII, where the half month
of the waning moon is considered as the time of Soma’s descent. In the K, it seems, we can
trace the revision of the theory about Soma’s circulation, which is rather unclear in the $B,
Moreover, it is connected with the SB’s and K’s codification process, The following shows

the sections of SB and K related to the Soma’s circulation:

®-116,4,5-6 [Dpm.] ~K 116,2,5-6 (Haviryajiia-kanda)
D-216,4,14-15 [Dpm.] ~K116,2,11 (Haviryajiia-kanda)

@ XI1,4,1-4 [Dpm.,, Prayascitti] ~ ~K I1I 2,3,1-3 (Uddhari-kanda)
@X11,51-5  [Dpm,Prayascitti] ~K XII 1,2,1-3 (Astadhyays-kinda)
@ X12,53-4 [Agvamedha, Aghihotra, Dpm.] Cf. K 111 1,8 (Uddhari-kanda)

Except ), it is said that Soma visits this world in the conjunctional night, only 3 says
“during the half month when the moon is waning.” It is likely that the theory about Soma’s
circulation is revised from (1-1/2, through @) /@ , to (3 . Thus we see there is some dis-
agreement between (2) and (3) in both the speculative and the ritualistic phase although
they belong to the same Kanda in the SB.

This revision solves the discrepancy between the arrangement of the upav.’s date and
the theory about the Soma’s circulation, reinforces the theory, and leads the evolution of a

new idea about cosmic circulation of the living existence, which extends to parficagnividya.

1) Text and its translation in NisuMura, “The moon and the food of the gods — Satapatha-Brah-
mana I 6,4 (upavasatha of the new moon sacrifice)” (RonsuU. Studies in Religious East and
West No.34, 2007 [2008], in Japanese). »

2) This ordinary method may refer to the black Yajurveda schools or some other V. In the brah-
manas of the black Yajurveda schools, it does not seem that a connection between upav. and the
lunar conjunction is mentioned clearly, except of a context of expiatory rites, For details, cf.
NISHIMURA op. cit.,, 3-1. and n.22. In the Srautasiitras, we can find various opinions prescribing
that upav. should be performed on the day of lunar conjunction, on the day before the new moon
night, and so on, cf, BaudhéyanaérSﬁ XX 1:2,7-3,4 and KatyﬁyanagrSﬁ V2,1 (n.10).
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3) The moon is identified not only with Soma but also with the gods’ food; Thus the circulation
of Soma is that of their food, Cf, SB16,4,16-17 (for Japanese translation, see NiSHIMURA op. cit.
3-3.).

4) About omitted part, cf, Nisuvura op. cit. 3-1. (n.1)

5) Cf. MS 1II 2,13:25,3-7° [Kamyesti, cf. CALAND Zauberei p.100-101, N.155] ~TS 11 5,5,1-2°
[Dpm., theological discussion] ~ KB IV 2 [Dpm., supplement] ~ GB II 1,9 [Dpm.].

6) About omitted part, cf. Nisaivura op. cit. 4-2. (n.1)

7 ) Ed. WEBER: #paitsit. 1 have taken the reading of Ed. Kalyan-Bombey and Ed. KasiSktSer.
SBK 111 2,3,3 also has #paipsit. One can assume that Ed. WEBER’s reading is transformed under
the influence of dparatsit.

8) Cf. MS II 1,10:11,13-15" [Kamyesti, cf. CaLaND Zauberei p.47f., N.66] ~ KS X 5:129,3-9"
[Kamyesti] ~ TS II 2,2° [Kamyesti] ~ AB VII 8 [Dpm., supplement] ~ KB IV 3 [Dpm., sup-
plement] ~ GB II 1,13 [Dpm.]. The following facts may show that the discussion about this
prayascitti (B) includes some older elements than those mentioned in n.5 (A). B treats of upav.
which is performed too late, and A deals with that performed too early. The order of the prescrip-
tions is: KS AB: only B; MS: B— A (both in the chapter of Kamyesti) ; TS: B— A (Kamyesti,
theological discussion, resp.); SBKB GB: A—B.

9) About omitted part, cf. NisaIMURA op. cit. 4-3. (n.1)

10) KatyayanaSrSa IV 2,1 [Dpm.] which belongs to the V., furthermore, prescribes that upav.
should be performed on the day before or after ama. We can see that V. also can perform the
upav. on the day before the conjunctional night: $vo nodetety adrste va parnasakham chinatti $a-
milim vese tvety (VS 11) iirje tveti (1 1) va “[Considering] that [the moon] will not rise to-
morrow morning, or on [the day when the moon] is not seen, [Adhuvaryu] cuts a Parna-branch
or a Sami [ -branch] , [reciting] ‘for nourishment thee’ or ‘for nutrition thee’”.

11) We can find the same sentences in SB XI 2,5,3 [Aévamedha, Agnihotra, Dpm.] (4. stage @)
as well. According to CaLanp’s Tabular Concordance in his edition of the K, K 1T 1,8 should
correspond to SB X1 2,5. But there is no parallel passages to SBX12,53inKIII1,8.

(Key words) Daréapiirnamasa, samnayya, Soma, éatapatha-Bré,mnana, Yajurveda, moon
(Researcher, Tohoku University, Ph.D.)
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oK) L LTwenttl, @TE THARTTW < EHBE | 128/E L <
W5, SBEILGLEXILE % HKT 2L, BREBHELDOIHFLONEZEA
TWHEERLNL. HIC, @ITHIET % Kanva JROFERIG SBK 45 1T %12 JY
FRENTOOFATHPT (SBKI6,2) & BRIIIZHEIEE LTV 2 b 2 5ba 2. -7,
@i SBK XIT 1,2 LM L, ORUDL ) HICHES N M THS = & 45ban
. D%, Soma EREFHIZID —» @ - @0 3B B TEMINT Vo2 b
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